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This article focuses on diversion. It accounts for all the offenders in and around Durban diverted 
to Nicro for treatment and rehabilitation from December 2004 to July 2005. The findings are that 
Durban’s Youth Court committed the largest number of juvenile offenders through diversion to 
Nicro. Chapter 6 of the Child Care Act 74 of 1983 stipulates the purpose of diversion as 
assistance for a juvenile who appears in a juvenile court on a criminal charge to be treated 
outside the parameters of the formal justice system. Diversion encourages young offenders to 
participate in specific programmes that are intended to change their attitudes towards the 
commission of crime. The study emphasizes different aspects of diversion, namely how many 
juveniles were allocated to the various programmes, family structure of diverted juveniles, juvenile 
offending and family status of diverted juvenile offenders. A purposive sampling technique was 
used to collect data as diverted juveniles could not be interviewed. A method and technique of 
mass observation was implemented to achieve specific aims. 
 
A pre-coded, closed-structured information schedule was used to gather information from 275 
case files of diverted juvenile delinquents at Nicro, Durban. In this regard all 275 cases of 
diversion have been scrutinized, investigated and relevant statistical information surrounding 
each case diverted to Nicro, Durban, recorded. The data revealed the following: 

� African male juveniles were in the majority   
� The largest number of juveniles did not pass Grade 8. 
�  Most commonly committed crimes were theft and shoplifting 
� . Family status of diverted offenders showed that out of 270 cases studied, 176 of 

the juvenile offenders were from broken families. 
 

The present study points to the fact that further in-depth research into juvenile diversion at 
national level should be undertaken to evaluate the success/failure rate of diversion in a wider 
context as an alternative to imprisonment.  
 


