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The study was conducted with the view of investigating the role of the San Descendants in 
relation to tourism development in the Kamberg Valley on the foothills of the Central Drakensberg 
mountains.  Though the San Descendants would be spearheading tourism projects, tourism 
benefits derived from tourism development projects would have to be shared by all the residents 
of the Kamberg Valley including the Mpofana community. 
 
In an attempt to investigate the research problem, the following research objectives were set up: 

• To reveal the extent to which the residents of the Kamberg Valley understand the 
importance of sustainable ecotourism. 

• To determine the degree to which the residents of the Kamberg Valley are participate in 
activities that promote ecotourism. 

• To assess whether the existing ecotourism practices are in line with sustainable 
principles. 

• To establish the perceptions of the residents towards the promotion of sustainable 
ecotourism in the Kamberg Valley. 

• To investigate the demographic variables that have an influence on the practice of 
sustainable ecotourism in the Kamberg Valley. 

 
There were various findings that emerged and were deduced from the research data analysed.  
The findings showed that the respondents from study area had limited understanding and 
knowledge about the tourism development initiatives in the Kamberg Valley.  Such limitation 
resulted from the fact that for a long time, the Mpofana community has been ostracised from 
tourism development initiatives.  Other findings were that the residents of the Kamberg Valley are 
not adequately involved in tourism development activities, also that the emerging tourism 
development trends in the study area are not promoting or supporting tourism development, and 
that respondents in the study area have negative perceptions about tourism activities and 
development. 
 
Perhaps the most important finding of the study was the fact that the residents of the Kamberg 
Valley understand the importance of  tourism as a human activity and that there is a willingness 
from all interviewed to establish the cultural village to be managed by the San Descendants  
 


